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Father David Ruchinski and Bishop Victor Galeone laugh together. The two were at a reception celebrating the 
installation mass of Fr. David as St. Augustine Catholic Church’s pastor. Photo by Bridget Higginbotham, UF ‘11.
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Tolle et Lege is a student-produced news-
letter published three times a year for the 
community of St. Augustine Church and 
the Catholic Student Center.  It is distrib-
uted to parishioners, alumni, parents and 
friends.  We hope that through words and 
pictures, the story of this Catholic commu-
nity of discipleship, service and prayer will 
be shared with others.
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       I want to support the mission of St. Augustine Church and Catholic Student Center with my gift of:  

          $25               $50               $100               $250               $500               $1,000               Other
  
          Please direct my gift to:

                    Campus Ministry                       Student Retreats                               Music Program 
                                               Faith Formation   Building Repairs and Maintenance
Name
 
Address
 
City, State, Zip 

Email
                       Please place me on your parish email list.                   I am a UF alum.

Mail your check to the above address ATTN: Stewardship.  To make an online donation, visit www.parishpay.com.  For more informa-
tion contact the stewardship office [352.372.3533, ext. 134 or stewardship@staugustine.cfcoxmail.com]. 

Thank you
for your gift

Our mission is to bring  Christ to the University of 
Florida and to Santa Fe College and to bring the 
University of Florida and Santa Fe College to Christ.

Saint Augustine Church and Catholic Student Center
1738 West University Avenue, Gainesville, FL 32604

www.catholicgators.com 

Catholic Gators Place in Relay Race

A Catholic Gators team won 2nd 
place in the Five Points of Life mara-
thon relay held Feb. 20, while another 
finished strong. 

Team 1 finished in 3 hours, 34 min-
utes and 9.2 seconds.

The race benefitted LifeSouth Blood 
and raised awareness for the five ways 
you can share life with others through 
blood. 

LifeSouth sponsors the Catholic 
Gators intramural T-shirts. 

Parishoner Jim Eckert sponsored 
two teams for St. Augustine Catholic 
Church.

Above: Members of both teams pose together for a photo post-race.  Below: The team 
received a trophy and medals. Photos courtesy of Debby Cherwak.

by Sam Rogers
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When the organizers of PB and Jesus realized the night 
before their event they only had two loaves of bread, two 
jars of jelly and no peanut butter, things looked bleak. 

Little did they know that in 24 hours they would end up 
with 1299 sandwiches for St. Francis House.

PB and Jesus is a service event put on at St. Augustine’s 
Catholic Church and Student Center by the service team. 
The goal of the project is to fill the pantry of St. Francis 
House, a local homeless shelter, with peanut butter and jelly 
sandwiches. The service team also organizes toy drives, 
sings at nursing homes and collects clothes for the home-
less.

During the day leading up to the event, parishioners and 
students flooded into St. Augustine’s Catholic Church with 
boxes of donations.  

“It was impressive, someone donated 70 loaves of bread,” 
said Amanda Edwards, the event’s organizer.  About 10 
sandwiches can be made from one loaf of bread.

Before the event Edwards said she was hoping to make 
more than the 770 sandwiches made at last semester’s 
event. PB and Jesus was held twice last semester with hopes 
of having two again this semester.    

The event has only recently been brought back after a few 
year hiatus. Angelica Rojas, St. Augustine’s service director 
and a fourth year student at UF, remembered doing it when 

The Multiplication of Loaves & Jellies
she was a freshman and wanted to bring it back. 

The origin of the peanut butter and jelly sandwich ser-
vice project at St. A’s is steeped in legend. No one knows for 
sure how it started and there are competing versions. 

This is how Pastor David Ruchinski tells it.
Once the pastor at St. Augustine’s in Gainesville, now 

Bishop of Birmingham, Bob Baker started St. Francis 
House in 1980 when he wasn’t allowed to serve the sand-
wiches the parish made to feed the homeless.

The tale is that many years ago in middle the night a 
barefoot, homeless man knocked on the door of the Cathe-
dral Basilica of St. Augustine where Fr. Baker was at the 
time stationed.

The man, cold and hungry, asked for food. 
Filled with compassion for the man, Fr. Baker quickly 

gave him his size 13 shoes to cover his feet. He then went to 
the church’s pantry and made the man the quickest thing 
he could, a peanut butter and jelly sandwich.  

Fr. Baker’s old parish here heard the story of his compas-
sion and started making peanut butter and jelly sandwiches 
to honor their old pastor. 

Edwards, reflecting on the small miracle that multiplied 
the loaves, jelly and peanut butter believed there was defi-
nitely help from some heavenly friends.

“An angel,” Edwards said.

by Chris Raleigh, UF ‘12

A student shares a jar of jelly at St. Augustine’s PB and Jesus event. The volunteers ended up making nearly 1300 sandwiches after 
only having two loaves of bread and two jars of jelly the night before. Photo by Angelica Rojas, UF ‘11.
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The multi-cultural parish of St. Augustine Catholic 
Church partners with families to help them nourish their 
seeds of faith and needs with its program, Faith Forma-
tion. 

The Sunday Morning Faith Formation program offers 
classes for children and  teens, adult education for parents 
and intergenerational events to celebrate the Catholic 
faith.  

St. Augustine’s has a special advantage that helps it stand 
out among other Catholic churches in Gainesville because 
of its central location across from the University of Florida 
campus. 

“What’s different about the program is that in most 
Catholic churches, religious programs are given by older 
adults,” said Tom Rinkoski, director of Faith Formation. 
“But here we offer the students a prime opportunity to 
teach.”

Rinkoski started working at St. Augustine’s in 2003 and 
has over 40 years of ministry experience in the Church. 

Faith Formation’s main purpose is to incorporate as 
many students as possible to create a student ministry. Stu-
dents have the opportunity to gain experience in teaching 
and get a good job reference.

“Faith Formation is unique in two ways – the student 
focus and that it’s the most diverse parish I’ve ever been a 
part of,” Rinkoski said.

UF students teach all the Sunday and middle-school 
programs, First Communion and Confirmation prepara-
tory classes.

The student volunteers participate in many activities 
such as retreats and mission trips.  Students receive the 
opportunity to choose between two mission trips yearly 
during the University of Florida spring break – the Chris-
tian Appalachian Project or this year, to the Dominican 
Republic. 

Volunteers commit to 23 consecutive Sundays to teach 
and work two hours for every classroom. 

Rinkoski said students in the past have volunteered 
for as long as three years. Although students’ commit-

Faith Formation Thrives with Students
by Danielle Alvarez, UF ‘11

ments change due to schedule changes because of school, 
Rinkoski understands and fully supports his volunteers 
throughout their curriculum.

“I am so honored and pleased so many make the com-
mitment and follow through so well with the program, “ 
Rinkoski said. 

Volunteer recruitment begins with the Talent Festival 
held every year during the beginning of the fall semester. 
Through Faith Formation’s e-newsletters and Facebook 
page, the parish sells its program by listing the benefits it 
provides. 

To gain eligibility as a Faith Formation volunteer, 
Rinkoski conducts a background check and requests from 
each student three personal references. New volunteers 
participate in a safe environment training process guided 
by Rinkoski. 

Dennis Avery, a UF engineering major, joined the Faith 
Formation program in August. He helps high school stu-
dents with their confirmation class.

“It’s pretty amazing to me because the folks at the min-
istry put so much time and effort,” Avery said. “I’ve been a 
student all my life and I get to see the other side of things as 
a teacher.”

Another teacher volunteer, Nancy Parish, is currently 
working on earning her doctorate in higher education at 
UF. She has been with Faith Formation for about a year and 
teaches the middle-school bible study. 

“I love teaching,” Parish said. “When I found out about 
the program I knew it would be a perfect opportunity to 
share my love of Christ.” 

Parish said she believes Faith Formation is very impor-
tant to ensure children have as a solid foundation. 

“Children need to grow and we help them along with 
their journey,” Parish said. “They learn stories about the 
bible, which gives them so much more and helps them grow 
spiritually.”

Faith Formation currently has 22 students who run the 
program and only three non-students who also help. 

The diverse parish welcomes more volunteers anytime 
and hopes to nourish faith within every Gainesville family. 

Justin Zacharias, who teaches in the Sunday Morning Faith For-
mation program, works with two students in the kindergarten 
and 1st grade classroom. Photo courtesy of Tom Rinkoski.

Gregory Reading, in the green T-shirt, volunteers as a teacher
in the Wednesday Middle School Faith Formation program. 
Photo courtesy of Tom Rinkoski.
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An inflatable, two-person, gladiator 
joust sounds too absurd to be real, 
but one of these blow-up marvels was 
actually part of an event during this 
year’s Catholic Awareness Week. 

This annual weeklong occasion, 
organized by the Catholic Student 
Ministries at St. Augustine Catholic 
Church, was aimed at reaching Uni-
versity of Florida students on campus 
and was held in January.

“It’s about bringing attention to our 
programs and our events and our pas-
sions to students,” said Bridget Hig-
ginbotham, webmaster for the Student 
Leadership Coalition. “We’re bringing 
Christ on campus.” 

The week began on a Sunday Jan. 23 
with an all-you-can-eat spaghetti din-
ner and ended with a hippie-themed 
dance on the following Saturday 
night. Other events in-between in-
cluded tie-dying shirts on the Plaza of 
the Americas, making s‘mores, Mass 
on the Grass, a free chicken dinner 
sponsored by the Newman Club and a 
field night on Flavet Field.

“We don’t normally do things on 
campus,” said Higginbotham. The or-
ganization staged events on campus in 
hopes of attracting new members and 
drawing attention to the church. 

According to John Callovi, co-
coordinator of the coalition, the most 
popular activities all occurred on the 
Plaza of the Americas – the tie-dye 
shirt booth, Eucharistic Procession 
and the joust.

“I gotta say beating the co-coor-
dinating officer in the inflatable was 
my favorite memory,” he said. “It’s 
like beating someone with a gigantic 
Q-tip.”   

All of the special activities took 

CAW Returns For Another Success

place within one week, but the entire 
event takes months of thorough plan-
ning. The student group in charge 
of Catholic Awareness Week began 
preparing in October, getting ideas, 
contacts, support from businesses and 
permits.

Although initially worried about 
having enough volunteers to run the 
event, according to Callovi, the tough-
est challenges he faced were permit-
ting for all of the different activities 
and fundraising.

He had a limited number of officers 
to work with, and was worried about 
stretching them too thin. However, 
plenty of people volunteered to help.

“We were blessed,” said Callovi. “I 
felt touched.” 

For Bridget Higginbotham the 
toughest part of organizing the event 
was relocating the Mass on the Grass. 

“It was the only event were changes 
had to be made,” she said.

After waking up and discovering 
it was going to rain all day, Higgin-
botham was in charge of getting the 
word out to parishioners and students 
that mass would be held in the church. 
She sent out Facebook messages and 

emails and spread the word by mouth. 
After mass Debby Cherwak, known 

mostly as Ms. Debby, the campus 
minister, surprised churchgoers with a 
spaghetti casserole for lunch. 

“We lost being on campus, but 
gained free food,” said Higginbotham.  

This year’s Catholic Awareness 
Week was successful in gaining more 
attention and participants than last 
year. Overall attendance was pretty 
high – the only glitch was that the date 
of the dance conflicted with a FOCUS 
Conference. 

“We would have liked to share this 
event with our brothers and sisters,” 
said Higginbotham. 

Bill and Diane Slattery sponsor the 
dance every year as an anniversary 
present to the students, so the dance 
was held on Jan. 29, their anniversary. 
The students who attended enjoyed 
the lava lamps, chocolate fountain and 
the Slatterys’ matching hippie outfits. 

The dance theme evolved into the 
theme for the entire week. Even on 
the organization’s website the words 
“Peace, love and Christ” are bolded 
against a rainbow, tie-dye back-
ground.

St. Augustine’s prides itself on 
being a rich, eclectic community, and 
through Catholic Awareness Week the 
organization showcased its diversity 
and welcoming atmosphere to UF. 

by Gina Chitko, UF ‘13

Father David Ruchinski leads the Eucharistic Procession through campus on Monday, 
Jan. 24. Many Catholic Gators followed him. Photo by Bridget Higginbotham, UF ‘11.

We’re bringing Christ 
on campus“ ”
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Going on a mission trip might not be what most college 
students would describe as an awesome spring break, but to 
a few students, sharing God’s word with the less fortunate 
is as good as it gets. 

Mission trips are a vital part of fellowship and evange-
lism here at St. Augustine Catholic Church. This spring 
break, from March 5 to March 12,  24 students will take 
part in a mission to the Dominican Republic to volunteer 
with the local children and schools. 

Michelle Habib, one of the students attending this 
semester,said she is excited about the upcoming trip. 

“This is a fun Spring Break for me,” she said.  
Habib is looking forward to spending time with the 

children and making great friends along the way.  Her only 
worry, she said, is the bugs she may encounter while there.      

 Gabriela Fernandez attended last year’s spring break 
mission trip to Belize. When asked about her decision to 

Mission Trips Spread St. A’s to Ky., Abroad

The Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults – known as RCIA – is alive and 
well within the St. Augustine Catholic 
Church.

RCIA is a process of growth within 
the Church for those who wish to 
become Catholic.  In this parish, the 
process opens in the early fall with 
the Rite of Welcoming. Catechumens, 
who have not been Baptized, and 
candidates, who have been Baptized 
either in another church or within 
the Catholic Church, are asked if they 
are willing to make a commitment to 
walk with us and discover if they are 
being called by God. 

The community in turn is promises 
to pray for them and support them.

Each Sunday at the 5:30 p.m. 
mass, candidates and catechumens 
are dismissed after the homily. They 
retreat into the library to explore the 

by Garnet Flecker, UF ‘12

join her fellow classmates on the mission trip, she said she 
really struggled.  

At the time, she was taking 17 credit hours and was 
overwhelmed with extra-curriculars. After hearing about 
the mission trip in church, she decided to leave it up to 
prayer.  

“I just decided I had to go on this trip,” Fernandez said.  
She began fundraising and was soon on her way to Be-

lize. On that trip, students painted two schools and handed 
out donations for the children in the area. Every day, the 
children were excited to see them, jumping and yelling as 
the volunteers arrived each morning.  

To show thanks to the volunteers, the locals invited the 
students to attend their Mass.  Fernandez said one of her 
favorite moments from the mission trip was seeing some of 
the children have their First Communion.  

“It brought tears to my eyes,” she said.  
She listed many other inspiring moments she will carry 

with her the rest of her life. Fernandez, like many others on 
the mission, found the trip to be spiritually uplifting – to 
her, the best part was being able to sit there and worship 
God with the children.  

The church is also sending a group of 12 students to 
participate in the Christian Appalachian Project, or CAP.  
These students, along with students from other colleges 
and skilled volunteer carpenters, will be building homes 
for the less fortunate in the northern Kentucky.  This yearly 
trip has an inspiring goal to help those suffering from the 
effects of poverty, and is a great way to give back to a com-
munity a little closer to home.  The CAP trip will also be 
held form March 5 to March 12.     

Last year’s volunteers in Belize stand in front of a mural they 
painted with the children of the school.  Photo courtesy of Gabri-
ela Fernandez.

readings, sharing thoughts and asking 
questions.

After mass, sponsors and catechists 
join the rest to listen to a guest speak-
er. Speakers include priests, nuns and 
parishioners with a passion for aspects 
of Catholicism. Topics discussed 
include traditional ways of praying, 
teachings of the Church, social justice 
and morality. A series of speakers took 
apart the Nicene Creed and explain its 
significance.

After discussions, everyone 
involved in RCIA shares a meal gra-
ciously prepared by volunteers.  

Throughout the process, candidates 
and catechumens participate in sev-
eral rites, leading to Easter. In the Rite 
of Sending on March 13, the commu-
nity will be asked to send the initiates 
to Bishop Victor Galeone.  

On March 20, the Rite of Elec-

RCIA Process Will Culminate on April 23 at the Easter Vigil
by Sam Rogers, UF ‘11

tion will take place in the Cathedral 
Basilica St. Augustine. In this rite, 
candidates and catechumens affirm 
they are being called by God to the 
time during Lent in which they reflect 
on the journey, ponder their call and 
prepare to come into the Church at the 
Easter Vigil. There, our initiates will 
join with others around the diocese to 
be received by the bishop.  

Interspersed throughout the pro-
cess are retreats. There are retreats of 
preparation before the Advent season, 
Lent and Holy Week.

RCIA culminates in the Easter vigil 
celebration with the Rites of Baptism, 
Confirmation and Communion.

If you feel called to be come into 
the Church, would like to sponsor 
someone or would like to help prepare 
a meal, please contact Connie Fitzger-
ald at 352-372-3533 ext. 119.
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Since the last year’s Jubilus fes-
tival ended, St. Augustine Catholic 
Church’s Nansi Carroll has been plan-
ning the 2011 festival to be the biggest 
and best Gainesville has seen.  

This year’s Jubilus Festival was 
comprised of six concerts held from 
Feb. 14 through Feb. 25 at a variety of 
locations across Gainesville. The festi-
val provided a special musical educa-
tion opportunity for local students.  

Carroll hoped the 2011 series was 
enriching for parish members as 
well as the Gainesville community.  
During Jubilus, Catholics have the 
opportunity to hear pieces of music 
that are not always appropriate for 
worship, but are nonetheless a part 
of the Church’s history or are simply 
beautiful.  

 “My feeling has always been that 
whatever music inspires you and 
expands your intellectual and spiritual 
horizons, are also gifts we can bring to 
worship,” Carroll said.

The word “jubilus” originates from 
Gregorian chant and refers to the final 
“a” sound of “Alleluia.” The Jubilus 
Festival is an annual festival, taking 
place each spring before Lent.  

The festival is a time of rejoic-
ing before the Lenten season during 
which the singing of the Alleluia is 
prohibited. The festival helps build up 
anticipation and joy for Easter Sunday, 
when the Alleluia can once again be 
sung.

St. Augustine’s Jubilus Festival is 
also a celebration of the Church’s mu-
sical history, from its earliest music, 
to Christian music from around the 
world, to avant-garde improvisation.  

The first concert took place at 
St. Augustine’s and featured Peter 
Wright, principal clarinet of the 
Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra, 
and pianist Rachel Clifton. The two 
performed contemporary pieces from 
countries around the world, includ-
ing England, France, Hungary, Italy, 
Poland and the U.S. 

The Florida Schola Chorum per-
formed in the second concert, which 
also took place at the church. Under 
the direction of Edward Schaefer, the 

Music Festival Celebrates Jubilus 
in Preparation for Lent

chorum performed Renaissance-era 
pieces.

The third featured more local art-
ists and also took place again at St. 
Augustine’s.  University of Florida 
professor and cellist Steven Thomas 
performed alongside Carroll as 
soprano, flutist Christine Alicot and 
pianist Stephen Coxe.  

Gainesville’s Matheson Museum 
hosted the fourth concert, which 
featured Dithyramb, comprised of 
cellist Tom Kraines and percussionist 
Cameron Britt.  The concert featured 
improvised music from the Church’s 
beginnings to the avant-garde.  

The fifth concert took place at UF’s 
Baughman Center and featured the 
Julius Ensemble, Dithyramb and a 
bassoonist from Washington D.C.’s 
Ars Nova Chamber Orchestra, Javier 
Rodriguez.  

The final concert for the series, 
took place at the church and featured 
African American spiritual songs per-
formed by UF’s Pazeni South African 
Choir and St. Augustine’s Church 
Choir.  

The improvisation by Dithyramb in 
the final concert was a highlight of the 
series.  Carroll said she saw Dithy-
ramb two years ago when the duo had 
an improvisation session with a 4- to 
6-year-old music class.  She remem-

by Stephanie Fisher, UF ‘12
bers how blown away the parents were.   

Carroll was inspired to help other 
young and underprivileged children 
have access to music, which prompted 
an idea.  As an alumnus of the Yale 
School of M¬¬¬usic, she sought 
the school’s AlumniVentures grant, 
$4,000, to bring Dithyramb to Gaines-
ville.  This grant allows for Dithyramb 
to hold improvisation sessions at local 
schools. Additionally, the sessions are 
to be recorded to DVDs, which will be 
given to all local public and parochial 
elementary music programs.  

“We are hopeful that this will serve 
populations who maybe wouldn’t have 
the opportunity to have this kind 
of experience of working with these 
artists and exploring their creative 
potential through improv,” she said.  

Preschoolers through college 
students will be provided with musical 
education through this effort. Work-
shops are planned for St. Patrick’s 
Interparish School’s 4-year-old VPK 
program, M.K. Rawlings Elementary 
School, Gainesville’s Studio Percus-
sion and the UF’s School of Music 
facilitated by Professor Kenneth 
Broadway.

Jubilus’ eighth season was truly its 
best yet, Carroll said. 

“It’s just been an incredible series.”

Dithyramb, a musical group comprised of cellist Tom Kraines and percussionist Cam-
eron Britt, perform on Feb. 20 at the Matheson Museum. The concert was the fourth in 
the series for Jubilus 2011. Photo courtesy of AMO: A Musical Offering.
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Little did Sarah White 
know where her life would 
lead her after college.

White, a 2010 Catholic 
studies graduate from the 
University of St. Thomas in 
St. Paul, Minn., works as one 
of the church’s four Fellow-
ship of Catholic University 
Students, or FOCUS, mis-
sionaries at the University of 
Florida.  FOCUS missionar-
ies invite and engage college 
students on 50 college cam-
puses in 28 states to become 
one with Christ whether 
they are Catholic or not.  

“I had no prior experi-
ence – I just jumped in,” 
White said.  “I heard about 
FOCUS my junior year in 
college. I read the applica-
tion but I thought I never 
wanted to do this. I forgot 
about it for a year until I 
studied abroad in Poland where a graduate student with us 
told me her testimony.”

As a FOCUS missionary, White dedicates at least two 
years to the program.  She leads women’s Bible studies, 
works with student leaders involved with FOCUS on how 
to develop themselves as Christian leaders and evangelizes 
once a week on campus.

“People are very open,” White said. “It really helps to 
know where they’re coming from and to be mindful of 
what [information] we are giving and asking them. We try 
to invite them to an event coming up or come with us to 
church.”

White has another goal with FOCUS that also aims to 
bring students closer to God.

“I hope to use dance as a form of outreach, and through 
that, help students uncover their gifts God has given them. 
As they do that, I hope they find ways to offer their gifts 
back to God or use them to bring others closer to Him.”

As a dancer for the past 19 years, White, who has a dance 
minor, trained in the studio for all types of dance styles, 

Missionary Hopes Hip-Hop Spreads God’s Word

Left to right, Andrea Espulgar and Jessica Vergara performing 
Christian hip-hop for GC.  Photo courtesy of Sarah White.

including hip-hop, ballet, 
tumbling, tap, jazz, pom-
pom and prop routines. 
She participated in her 
high school as well as her 
college dance teams, and 
then choreographed for 
the club team. White also 
worked four summers as a 
National Dance Alliance 
camp instructor.     

“Last semester, I talked 
with Miko, another FO-
CUS missionary,” she said. 
“We went to a dance show 
on campus, which was very 
good, but the movements, 
outfits and song choices 
were scandalous.  The hip-
hop culture really needs 
redemption and that is 
when I decided to start a 
Christian dance crew.”

White and about 14 
Catholic Gators students 

formed Genesius’ Crew, “GC” for short, after the saint who 
was martyred for his proclaimed conversion on the stage 
during a play making fun of Christian baptism.  

“We performed at The Catholic Gators Got Talent show,” 
she said. Later, they were asked to perform for the FOCUS 
National Conference. 

“Out of all those attending, we were asked to perform – 
it was such an honor,” she said.

White hopes the dance crew can be a form of evange-
lization that will be taken and spread around UF through 
a routine with a dancing group on campus, such as the 
Dancin’ Gators. She wants the crew to be an activity anyone 
can join.

As far as her dancing career goes, White is leaving that 
up to God.

“I’m pretty sure I want to do something with dance, 
but I’ve also found I have a passion for educating – maybe 
something that combines the two with the Catholic faith, 
relationships or family studies.  It’s good to plan and it’s 
even better to follow and listen to God’s plan.”

by Dana Edwards, UF ‘13


